
UNION STREET M. E. CHURCH 

UNION STREET 

The five course common bond brick bulk of the 
Union Street M. E. Church faces the east side of that 
street about halfway between the street's intersection 
with Pennsylvania Avenue and Main Street in Westminster. 
The gable roofed building rests on coursed fieldstone 
foundations which become exposed to the rear of the building 
as the site slopes away from Union Street. A c. 1870 
photograph of Union Street reveals that the building was 
originally a two bay by three bay gable roofed structure; 
and is unchanged except for the later addition of a two 
story steeple off the front facade directly in that facade's 
center. The church originally had, it appears, double-hung 
sash windows, with clear two over two panes. Later these 
later changed to colored glass, probably around the turn 
of the century. Perhaps the finest, certainly the most 
idosyncratic feature of the building is the eaves' treatment. 
The sides of the building were built to be topped by a broad 
entablature of rather free form. Four step corbelling eases the 
move from the wall to the roof and the corbelling is enlivened 
by a row of brick dentils in its middle (composed of header bricks) 
and by larger drip "dentils" are three stories tall and square. 
On the front of the building this large drip molding continues, 
but becomes double as a second twin layer is built on its 
outside, but raised about a foot, creating interesting three 
dimensional and light-shadow effects. All this extremely 
intricate brickwork is original and unchanged, except were 
covered by the 15' x 15' x 2 story steeple-tower. The church's 
northern roof is pierced by a corbel capped chimney which rises 
about 5' within the brick wall, about halfway down its length 
to the north. 
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The five course common bond brick bulk of the 
Union Street M. E. Church faces the east side of that 
street about halfway between the street's intersection 
with Pennsylvania Avenue and Main Street in Westminster. 
The gable roofed building rests on coursed fieldstone 
foundations which become exposed to the rear of the building 
as the site slopes away from Union Street. A c. 1870 
photograph of Union Street reveals that the building was 
originally a two bay by three bay gable roofed structure; 
and is unchanged except for the later addition of a two 
story steeple off the front facade directly in that facade's 
center. The church originally had, it appears, double-hung 
sash windows, with clear two over two panes. These 
later changed to colored glass, probably around the turn 
of the century. 

Perhaps the finest, certainly the most idosyncratic 
feature of the building is the eaves' treatment. The sides 
of the building were built to be topped by a broad entablatur 
of rather free form. Four step corbelling eases the move 
from the wall to the roof and the corbelling is enlivened by 
a row of brick dentils in its middle (composed of header bricks) 
and by larger drip "dentils" are three stories tall and 
square. On the front of the building this large drip molding 
continues, but becomes double as a second twin layer is 
built on its outside, but raised about a foot, creating 
interesting three dimensional and light-shadow effects. All 
this extremely intricate brickwork is original and unchanged, 
except were covered by the 15' x 15' x two story steeple tower. 
The church's northern roof is pierced by a corbel capped 
chimney which rises about 5' within the brick wall, about 
halfway down its length to the north. 

The angle of the old photograph does not reveal 
what the original door was like. The present door, in the center 
of the tower, is a double eight-panel door topped by a tall 
transom which repeats the art nouveau patterns of the windows. 
All windows are topped by three course gauged flat arches, 
except on the tower. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The brick Union Street M.E. Church has served 
the local black community in Westminster since the early 
mid-19th century. The clean lines of the compact structure 
are made up of a gable roof building two bays by three bays 
in dimension that is, with one exception, unaltered from its 
original appearance. This single alteration consists of a 
two story bell tower-steeple, located in the center of the 
principal facade. The tower was built off of the older fabric, 
not into it. The fairly simple lines of the building are 
given interest in the entablature that surrounds the 
building. This interesting use of decorative brickwork with 
its header dentil and three story three coursed large drip 
rows, is of interesting design in an area noted for its 
brickwork. The super-imposed steps that rise on the end 
facades walls create a type of motion that anticipates, by 
three generations, streamlining of the 1930's. 
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Rev. John Baptist Snowden was born a slave in Westminster in 1801. At the age of 21 he began 
to preach locally and soon afterward bought his own freedom. In 1864, he helped found the 
Washington Conference, made up of African American Methodists in Maryland and the District 
of Columbia. The Conference appointed him to the Western Chapel Charge in Carroll County. 
A delegation from Westminster approached him in June 1866 about building an African 
Methodist Episcopal church in their town; before, they had worshipped in the basement of the 
white Methodist Episcopal Church.1 In 1867, Amos and Rebecca Bell donated land on Union 
Street known as "Fanny's Meadow," which they had been given at their manumission in 1860, 
and the church was erected there c. 1867. Its original trustees were John M. Snowden, Amos 
Bell, William Lowery, George W. Bell, and William Parker; later ones included Lewis Charlton 
and Nicholas Parker.2 

In the years following the Civil War, the church sponsored a Freedmen's Bureau school. Its 
trustees included Ephraim P. Smith, William Lowery, Uriah Brice, Elmer L. Cross, and Alfred 
Brace.3 Classes began by January 1868, but the school building was not completed until 
November 1869; classes were likely held in the church building in the interim. Teachers 
included Adolphius H. Levi in summer and fall 1868, T. B. Snowden in winter 1869, M. J. 

1 "Steeple Chase." Carroll County Times [Westminster] 26 Sept. 2003; from vertical file, "Union Street Methodist 
Church," Historical Society of Carroll County, MD. 

Blackman, Ivory P., History of the Union Street United Methodist Church, Westminster, Maryland, October 21, 
1973; from vertical file, "Union Street Methodist Church," Historical Society of Carroll County, MD. 

3 Letter, Trustees (Smith, E.P., William Luwey, Uriah [?] Bruce, Elmer L. Cross, and Alfred Burce) and 
Superintendant (T. B. Snowden) to John Kimball, 15 November 1869; Registered Letters Received, January 
1868 - December 1869; Bureau of the Superintendent of Education for the District of Columbia, Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1872; M1056, Roll 8, Screen no. 0641; National Archives 
and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 

Extant Teachers' Monthly School Reports; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871; NARA 1145; National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, DC; Letter, Trustees (Smith, E.P., William Luwey, Uriah [?] Bruce, Elmer L. Cross, and Alfred 
Burce) and Superintendant (T. B. Snowden) to John Kimball, 15 November 1869; Registered Letters Received, 
January 1868 - December 1869; Bureau of the Superintendent of Education for the District of Columbia, 
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1872; Ml 056, Roll 8, Screen no. 0641; National 
Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Sorrell in spring 1869, and T. B. Snowden again in summer 1869.5 Snowden also served as 
school Superintendant; his letters to the Freedmen's Bureau from November 1869 to May 1870 
constantly begged for the money that had been promised them to build the school, and warned 
that "the creditors will take the "lean law" on the building." The outcome of this is unclear; an 
1877 map labels the site as a "Colored School," so the site likely remained a school house 
whatever its ownership.7 

T. B. Snowden was the son of John B. Snowden; he left Westminster in 1870, worked his way 
through Howard University to graduate in 1877, and then received a B. D. from the School of 
Theology at Boston University in 1881. He worked as professor of Systematic and Practical 
Theology in the Centenary Biblical Institute of Baltimore.8 

5 Bureau of Refugees, Freedman of Abandoned Lands, Oct 1868, Rent of School Houses; Schedule of Schools and 
Rental Accounts; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned 
Lands, 1865-1871; M803, Roll 34, Screen no. 0029; National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, DC; Supplement to Monthly School Report, December 1868; Schedule of Schools and Rental 
Accounts; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 
1865-1871; M1056, Roll 12, Screen no. 0202-0203; National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, DC; Schedule of Schools, Baltimore Association, quarter ending March 31st, 1869; Schedule of 
Schools and Rental Accounts; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871; M803, Roll 34, Screen no. 0152-0154; National Archives and Records 
Administration, Washington, DC; Schedule of Schools under the Baltimore Association in State of Maryland, 
together with rental account for the 3 months ending June 30th, 1869; Schedule of Schools and Rental Accounts; 
Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871; 
M803, Roll 34, Screen no. 0071; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC; and 
Schedule of Schools under the Baltimore Association of [ill], for the quarter ending Dec. 1st, 1869; Schedule of 
Schools and Rental Accounts; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871; M803, Roll 34, Screen no. 0118; National Archives and Records 
Administration, Washington, DC. 

6 Letter, T. B. Snowden to W. L. Vanderlip, May 1870; Registered Letters Received, Jan. -Sept. 1870, A-Y; Bureau 
of the Superintendent of Education for the District of Columbia, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, 1865-1872; M1056, Roll 9, Screen no. 1379-1389; National Archives and Records 
Administration, Washington, DC. 

1 An Illustrated Atlas of Carroll County, Maryland (Westminster: Historical Society of Carroll County, 1993). 
8 "Progress of the Emancipated Race." The Phrenological Journal 84.2 (Feb. 1887): 87-89. Google Books. Google. 

<http://books.google.com/>. 

http://books.google.com/
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A Parish House was added to the property in 1923, and the church's nave was extended in 
November 1927.9 An expansion was completed in 1983 under the pastorate of Rev. Kirk 
Monroe. In 1991, the church became a separate station under the Rev. Joan Carter-Rimbach, and 
was "the only black United Methodist congregation in Carroll to be recognized as a station, or 
self-sufficient church."10 

9 "Steeple Chase." Carroll County Times [Westminster] 26 Sept. 2003; from vertical file, "Union Street Methodist 
Church," Historical Society of Carroll County, MD. 

10 "Steeple Chase." Carroll County Times [Westminster] 26 Sept. 2003; from vertical file, "Union Street Methodist 
Church," Historical Society of Carroll County, MD. 
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Westminster American Sentinel, 26 April 1866. 

Scharf, John T., History of Western Maryland, Vol. II (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1968 
[originally published in Philadelphia, L. H. Everts, 1882]), 850, 860, 870, 883, 963. 

Warner, Nancy M., Carroll County Maryland: A History 1837-1976 (Carroll County 
Bicentennial Committee, 1976), 100. 
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